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Programme Director,  

Allow me to pay my respect to: 

HIS MAJESTY KING LETSIE III 

The Right Honourable the Prime Minister 

Honourable President of Senate 

Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly 

President of the Court of Appeal 

His Lordship the Chief Justice 

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister 

His Majesty’s Cabinet, especially the Hon. Minister of Development 

Planning 

Honourable Judges of the High Court 

Excellencies Heads of Diplomatic Missions and International 

Organizations 

Senior Government Officials 

Heads of UN Agencies and Deputy Heads of Missions 

Heads of Parastatals, Private sector, Civil Society Organizations and the 

Media 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

In the interest of time, allow me to say all protocol is observed 
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I would like to begin my remarks by welcoming all of you to this 

important workshop that is critical in our journey of voluntarily reviewing 

progress towards attainment of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Some of you will recall that we held the 

stakeholder sensitization workshop in March where participants were 

introduced to the review process. Today we gathered here with the main 

purpose of consulting with all stakeholders on progress made in the 

implementation of SDGs. We have in our midst the NUL team of experts 

which is going to guide our discussions, consolidate our views post this 

workshop, and eventually produce the Lesotho 2022 VNR report.  

 

Let me remind you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that Lesotho is undertaking 

the VNR for the second time, following a successful review which was 

also our first, in 2019. The theme for this year is “Building back better 

from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the full 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. The 

goals that are being reviewed are; Goal 1: No Poverty; Goal 4: Quality 

education; Goal 5: Gender equality; Goal 15: Life on land; and Goal 17: 

Partnerships for the Goals. Among these goals, Goals 1, 4, and 17 were 

part of the 2019 VNR, hence the need to build up on the findings of that 

time as part of the 2022 review.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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It is therefore imperative for us to work collaboratively with the team of 

experts in this workshop and beyond until we have a report that we can 

all have ownership of as a nation. You will also recall that “Leaving No 

One Behind” is one of the principles of the 2030 Agenda and as such we 

have tried to bring together representation of all the stakeholders relevant 

to the goals under review. However, you are at liberty to advise us as we 

continue working today and tomorrow, on some of the key stakeholders 

that might have been mistakenly omitted so that we can engage with them 

even beyond this workshop.  

 

In addition to the report, the country is expected to compile the main 

messages which are to be submitted to the UN Headquarters by the third 

of May, which is next week Tuesday. I, therefore, urge you to identify one 

or two key messages from each goal as we do our group work and validate 

them during the plenary.  

 

Furthermore, this report also requires extensive use of data to substantiate 

our progress made so far on the goals under review. The Bureau of 

Statistics is an integral part of this process as the custodian of official 

statistics and to provide guidance even on the use of other sources of data 

such as administrative data that you have in your organizations. Also, of 

importance for you to share with the consultants, are the reports on 
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different programmes that you are implementing towards achievement of 

the said goals.  

 

Finally, I would like to extend the Ministry’s gratitude to UN, through its 

different agencies, that have committed to support this process both 

financially and technically. I therefore, have no doubt that this support 

will continue even beyond this review as part of the response towards the 

UN Secretary General declaration that this is “The Decade of Action” 

calling for accelerating sustainable solutions to all the world’s biggest 

challenges — ranging from poverty and gender to climate change, 

inequality and closing the finance gap. This requires everyone, 

individually and collectively, be it government, youth, civil society, the 

media, the private sector, unions and academia, to put hands on the plough 

to accelerate actions towards achievement of these goals by 2030. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me to stop here and wish you a fruitful engagement that will yield 

expected results. 

 

THANK YOU 

 

  


