
1 
 

 

       

 

SPEECH BY HONOURABLE MINISTER  

OF  

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

 

MR SELIBE MOCHOBOROANE 

 

ON THE LAUNCH OF 

  

2022 STATE OF WORLD POPULATION  

 

REPORT  

 

29 APRIL 2022 

 

 



2 
 

Allow me to pay my respect to: 

HIS MAJESTY KING LETSIE III 

The Right Honourable the Prime Minister 

Honourable President of Senate 

Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly 

Your Lordship the Chief Justice 

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister 

Your Lordship Judges of the High Court 

Honourable Members of the Council of State 

Your Excellencies Head of Diplomatic Missions and Heads of International 

Organizations 

Honourable Members of Parliament 

Government Secretary 

Principal Secretaries 

Church Leaders 

Leaders of Political Parties 

Senior Government officials 

Head of Parastatals, Private Sector, Civil Society Organizations and Media 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
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GOOD MORNING YOUR EXCELENCIES, LADIES AND 

GENTLEMEN 

It is both an honour and pleasure to be part of this historic launch of the 2022 

State of the World Population Report. I would like to take this opportunity to 

applaud the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) for the 2022 State of the 

World Population Report, as it provides the latest trends and statistics on the 

unintended pregnancies worldwide, which then gives us an opportunity to reflect 

on ourselves as Lesotho, how we are doing compared to the rest of the globe 

concerning unintended pregnancies. Women, girls, adolescents and youth have 

been emphasized on the previous State of the World Population Reports; this tells 

how important these segments of the population are. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

As has been said earlier that the theme for this year is “Seeing the Unseen: The 

case for action in the neglected crisis of unintended pregnancy”. This theme 

tries to inform us that unintended pregnancy is an issue that needs critical 

contemplation, if a country has the goal of attaining sustainable development. The 

reports evidently, shows that, lack of sexual and reproductive health care and 

information, harmful norms and stigma surrounding women controlling their own 

fertility and bodies, sexual violence, poverty and stalled economic development 

and finally gender inequality are salient contributing factors to the unintended 

pregnancy problem.  

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

One of the noticeable effects of unintended pregnancy in our country is the issue 

of abortion. This has caused numerous mortalities of which maternal is 

predominant (618/100 000). Moreover, destitution and orphanhood are critical 

effects due to maternal mortality brought about by unintended pregnancy. Finally, 

there is an issue of school dropouts due to unintended pregnancy to the girls. This 
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then leads to the problem of unemployment, it is a well known fact that lower 

educational attainment correlates directly with unemployment. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 

In the mist of all these challenges, the issue of development becomes improbable 

due to high number of orphans and deaths of women and girls. We should note 

that national development agenda cannot be achieved until women and girls 

actively involved in economic activities of the country.  

The government of Lesotho strives to achieve sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights for all through education, and laws and policies made.  This 

is apparent, as the Government has tried to make sexual and reproductive health 

services accessible to all since the 1994 ICPD Cairo Summit.  

Moreover, Government has institutionalized comprehensive sexuality education 

at all levels. It is compulsory and examinable. It is important to note that 

comprehensive sexuality education is vital as it instils respect, consent and 

provides equality. 

Programme Director, Ladies and Gentleman, 

The Ministry of Gender, Youth, Sports and Recreation just tabled the Counter 

Domestic Violence Bill before the Senate, and the related Lerotholi Laws 

amendments are yet to be tabled before the Parliament. These pieces of legislation 

are intended to protect young girls, women and other vulnerable groups against 

sexual abuse. The Government has further developed gender and development 

policy and, also the National Strategic Development Plan II has mainstreamed 

gender across all key priority areas and has included the interventions that aim at 

empowering women to participate equally with their male counterparts in politics, 

leadership and in work.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 
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The Government of Lesotho remains firmly committed to implementing the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development (ICPD) and accelerating progress towards achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. It will continue to develop meaningful policies, 

laws and programmes that will combat sexual harassment, increase 

comprehensive healthcare, economic security by addressing the structural 

barriers to women that impedes their participation in the labour market. 

This year`s launch comes at an opportune time when Lesotho embarks on the 

development of NSDP III journey. Thus, presents an opportunity for us to reflect 

on the progress we have made in the past 30 years of ICPD as a country in 

improving and investing in the lives of women, girls and young people and also 

how Basotho can work together to achieve sustainable development. 

Programme Director, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to express our gratitude to the UNFPA for their continued technical 

and financial support to our population and development programmes over the 

years. I trust that this report will serve as a valuable resource in influencing 

decision making regarding development planning and implementation of 

Government programmes. 

In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure to declare the State of 

the World’s Population Report launched in Lesotho. 

I thank you. 


