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INTRODUCTION 

The Ministry of Development Planning held its Ministerial Aid Coordination Forum on 28th 

March 2022 for the financial year 2021/22. The forum serves as a platform where pertinent 

development cooperation issues in the Kingdom of Lesotho are discussed between 

Development Partners (DPs) and Government of Lesotho (GoL). Present in this meeting 

were representatives from Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies, DPs, Non-

State Actors, Private Sector and other stakeholders. The meeting was chaired for the first 

time by the Honourable Minister of Development Planning Hon. Selibe Mochoboroane and 

co- chaired by the UN Resident Coordinator, Ms. Amanda Khozi-Mukwashi. 

OPENING REMARKS BY HONOURABLE MINISTER DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

The Chair of the Ministerial Coordination Committee (MiCC) of the Aid Coordination Forum 

(ACF), Hon. Selibe Mochoboroane welcomed and thanked everyone for honoring his 

invitation. The Chair extended a special warm welcome to the Co-Chair, Ms. Amanda Khozi 

Mukwashi, the UN Resident Coordinator to Lesotho, whose office was nominated by 

Development Partners as their representative to assume the position of Co-Chair during the 

ACF technical meeting of June 2020. 

The Hon. Minister highlighted that almost two years has passed since the Aid Coordination 

Forum took place at ministerial level due to restrictions brought about by Covid-19. He 

mentioned that virtual meetings are now the new normal for doing business and going 

forward the ACF ministerialmeetings will be convened as scheduled either virtually or 

physically. He further reminded the participants aboutthe Lesotho Aid Coordination Forum 

structure/terms of referenceand reiterate that this committee serves as a body for mutual 

accountability and that the forum provides the continuous dialogue between GoL and DPs. 

The Hon. Minister thanked all development partners for the support they have been 

extending to the Government of Lesotho and commended them for partnership they showed 

when Lesotho was hit by Covid-19 since March 2020. He mentioned that the global 

pandemic hit Lesotho at a very critical time when the country was already grabbling with 

deteriorating socio-economic conditions.  

The hon. Minister highlighted that the GOL is embarking on several initiatives to ensure 

NSDP II implementation. He brought to the attention of the forum that some of these 

initiatives in the pipeline can only be realized through the collaborative and harmonized 

assistance of our Development Partners as the country is facing a very tied fiscal space. The 

Hon. Minister concluded by thanking and wishing everyone a fruitful deliberation. 
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REMARKS BY CO-CHAIR, UNITED NATIONS RESIDENT COORDINATOR 

The Co-chair of the Aid Coordination Forum (ACF) Ms.  Amanda Khozi-Mukwashi 

acknowledged the presence of everyone present physically and virtually. In her remarks, the 

Co-chair warmly accepted the welcome remarks from the Hon. Minister of Development 

Planning. She thanked the Development Partners for the trust they have placed in the United 

Nations to represent them in co-chairing the ACF. 

She highlighted that the conversations around AID effectivenessaligned with Paris Agenda 

are important to make sure that resources are leveraged at having the impact that is needed 

for the Basotho people to achieve the SDGs, Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063. The Co-chair 

mentioned that it is critical following the Covid-19 pandemic and its impact on the country’s 

economic trajectory to find a way of reaching Basotho people wherever they are 

geographically. Consequently, the resources mobilised, plans done,and the lessons shared 

can contribute in building the capacity of the people of this country in their various diversity, 

to help them to thrive and achieve their full potential. 

She informed the participants that ACF is a space and platform where they come together 

and share lessons and knowledge they get from different projects and programmes that they 

support. In terms of Efficiency and Effectiveness she mentioned that covid-19 pandemic has 

highlighted that it is very critical that the Health infrastructure in the country needs to deliver 

good quality health for everyone. She urged the forum to look at how much is going into 

every sector, and what it is delivering and whether is cutting down the transactions cost 

whenever they come together in this manner. 

She further indicated that when DPs and Government come together to have this 

conversation on AID effectiveness, they should make sure that they listen to the voices of 

those most at risk and marginalized so that their conversations and dialoguesare informed by 

experiences of ordinary citizens in order to ensure that dialogues are grounded in the reality 

of the nation.The Co-chair pleaded with the forum to meet regularly so that they can re-plan 

together to support the national development agenda. 

In concluding, the Co-chair indicated that coordination covers many different things and for it 

to be effective there is a need to look at where we are strong together rather than working in 

silos.  She emphasized that there is a need to find ways to pick some of the critical game 

changers and put our heads, minds, experiences, knowledge, intelligence and resources 

together to make the transformation that is needed and that the Basotho people are looking 

for. She appealed to everyone present to utilize this platform as a forum to table coordinated, 

collective and concerted efforts to rescue Lesotho and Basotho for the future of this country. 

She wished everyone a good conversation and dialogue and urged everyone to share 

feedback on what works and what does not work following this meeting so that we can 

continuously improve. 
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STATUS OF THE NATIONAL REFORMS:MILESTONES, CHALLENGES AND 
SOLUTIONS 

 

In his presentation the Deputy CEO of the National Reforms Authority, Mr 

Khathibementioned that NRA was formed under the NRA Act No. 4 of 2019 to coordinate, 

lead and manage the reforms process in the implementation of the resolutions and decisions 

of the Plenary II within a period of 12 to 18 months.It was mandated toreform laws, 

institutions, recommend mechanisms for peace, national unity and reconciliation. The 

Authority was inaugurated in February 2020. 

 

He mentioned that the reform agenda is divided into seven thematic areas namely; 

“Constitution, Parliament, Public Service, Security, Justice, Economy and Media. The NRA 

current key focus areas are to devolve concentrated power on individuals to institutions, 

Stability (Government, Parliament, Security Sector),separation of powers, empowerment of 

women, youth and other marginalized groups, promotion of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms, reduction of expenditure and regulation of national debt, de-politicizing of the civil 

service and addressing corruption.  

 

He reported that to date NRA has developed around 90 constitutional changes under the 7 

thematic areas. However there are still some outstanding constitutional issues such as  

redesignate the position of the Chief of Thaba T’soeu and the Chief of Likueneng as Principal 

Chiefs, divide Matsieng into two wards, refer Female succession to Chieftainship to 

referendum, powers of the King under Sec. 91(3), establish Electoral Court, review sec. 52 

and 53 of the Constitution to allow the College of Chiefs to recommend removal of the King 

from office to Parliament, reclaim Lesotho Conquered Territory, Establishment of the office of 

Paramount Chief and amendment of Section 85. 

 

The Deputy CEO pointed out that NRA is faced with major challenges ofsettling in 

issues;funding of the reforms ,required expertise which proved difficult to secure,reporting 

back to the Nation, feedback to the National Leaders and other key stakeholders and 

difficulty to implement issues that may not have been well thought-out in the Plenary II 

Report. 

 

In concluding the Deputy CEO highlighted that there is need to ensure that the process 

continues until it reaches its target – “The Lesotho We Want”, the process must continue to 

be as inclusive and as transparent as possible even beyond the NRA to ensure the integrity 

of the process-inclusivity begets legitimacy, the success of the programme is dependent on 

cooperation, ownership and political will. 

 

OVERVIEW OF LESOTHO COMPACT II DEVELOPMENT 
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The presentation on LesothoCompact II Development was delivered by Ms. Mannana 

Phalatse on behalf of the CEO of LMDA. In her presentation she highlighted that compact 

negotiations were concluded in February 2022. She indicated that on 31st March 2022 the 

Lesotho MCC counterpart will be presenting the Lesotho compact II before their board for 

final approval. The next step after the approval will be the compact signing, hopefully in May 

2022 so that the compact can be ratified by June 2022 before the parliament can be 

dissolved for elections. The implementation of the compact will take into force in the second 

half of 2023 and will end in 2028. The proposed projects under compact II are Health 

Systems Strengthening (HSS) Project,Market-Driven Irrigated Horticulture (MDIH) Project 

andBusiness Environment and Technical Assistance (BETA) Project. 

 

In her conclusion Ms. Phalatse highlighted that the start and completion of these projects is 

dependent on government ability to meet the following conditions precedent; (i) Passage of 

the Harmonization Bill to address inconsistencies between the Legal Capacity of Married 

Persons Act and the Laws of Lerotholi, (ii) Progress on reaching Tier 2 Status on Trafficking 

in Persons Report and (iii) Progress on National Reform Agenda. 

 

LESOTHO NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF STATISTICS (NSDS) 

 

In her presentation, Ms Nyefolo Seboka on behalf of the director BOS mentioned that the 

development of the NSDS II started in August 2020 and was concluded with the launch in 

March 2022. She indicated that the NSDS IIwas developed to address data gaps and satisfy 

the ever-rising demand for quality data to monitor the NSDP II, Agenda 2063, Agenda 2030 

and other development agendas.The current NSDS is made up of 5 Goals and 18 Strategies 

with 85 Activities. 

 

It was highlighted that Change of Leadership in Government, Lack of Infrastructure, Lack of 

Autonomy, Limited budget, Lack of Coordination and non-existent of Statistics units in most 

MDAs pose challenges in the implementation of the NSDS. The purpose for this presentation 

was to seek technical and financial assistance from the DPs to achieve the following NSDS 

goals 

Goal 1: Effective coordination of the national statistical system within a wide and robust data 

ecosystem 

Goal 2: Improve infrastructure and human resources to ensure the production of quality 

statistics in the NSS 

Goal 3: Generate quality statistics and close data gaps by producing more and better 

statistics that meet international quality standards 

Goal 4: Ensure gender-mainstreaming in all data collection, analysis and dissemination to 

leave no one behind 

Goal 5: Strengthen the relationship with users of statistics and set collaborations to improve 

user-driven data collection, including national, regional and global partnerships 

 



6 
 

The Total Budget for implementation of the NSDS II is M873, 649 901.00 and is broken down 

as follows; 

 
 

 

 

LAUNCH AND AWARENESS RAISING OF THE UNESCO DECLARATION OF MATS’ENG 

BIOSPHERE RESERVE  

 

The Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture presented the launch and awareness of 

the Mats’eng Biosphere, an area in Lesotho’s northernhighlands, the Maluti Mountains, 

surrounding the Ts’ehlanyane NationalPark and the Bokong Nature Reserve.It was 

mentioned that on 15th September 2021, the 33rd session of the International Coordinating 

Council of the Man and the Biosphere (MaB) Programme held in Abuja, Nigeria designated 

the Lesotho’s first UNESCO UN Global Biosphere Reserve. The designation of the Mats’eng 

Biosphere Reserve add value to existing protected areas and community-based resource 

conservation and thus will contribute to a wider recognition and appreciation of natural and 

biological resources by the communities. Through the financial support from the German 

Government, awareness programmes were undertaken towards filling-in the Nomination 

Dossier for submission to UNESCO through National MAB committee’s priorities.  

 

To ensure that the impetus behind the Biosphere Reserve (BR) is understood and 

supportedthere is a need to continue engagement with all stakeholders. It is therefore crucial 

to launch the BR in order to continue withawareness programme to strengthen collaboration 

betweendifferent community groups, other stakeholders and the BRmanagement. The main 

purpose of this presentation is to seek financial and technical assistance from Development 

Partners for the launch and awareness raising of the Mats’eng Biosphere Reserve. 

Unfortunately, the MTEC did not get to present its resources gap at the forum due to time 
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constraints. However, they provided the secretariat with their Budget Presentation. The total 

budget for the launch and awareness raising is M728 500.00. See the Budget Breakdown 

below; 

 
Budget breakdown for the Launch of the Matseng Biosphere Reserve 

Specific Actions Timeline Basic Budget (Maloti) 

Stakeholder Consultations 
(Tšehlanyane and Bokong) 

March - April 
19 000.00  

Adverts April 63 000.00 

Task Team Meetings March - April 28 800.00 

Tent Hire May 50 000.00 

PA System Hire May 5 000.00 

Accomodation  May 24 000.00 

Transport Hire May 6000.00 

Catering Aprl - May 215 000.00 

Design and Production Of 2 Plaques April - May  ±M 30 000.00 

Branding April - May 272 600.00 

Equine Hire for trail marking. It is 
assumed that at least 10 people may 
need horses to finish the trail 

May 
2000.00 

Meals for trail marking, mapping and 
identification of camp sites and 
associated attractions  

April 
27 000.00 

BUDGET  TOTAL  728 500.00 

 

 

The DPs presented their Focus Areas for information sharing and for participants to 

appreciate what they are doing currently in the country; 

 

The EU mentioned that the country strategy paper for 2021 to 2028 was approved in 2020. It 

is currently supporting Governance, Energy and Civil Society. There is still consideration for 

programs for private sector development, tourism and agriculture.The AfDB talked of the two 

broad focus areas of the CSP 2020-2024, namely the Agric Value chain and the Institutional 

capacities. FAO is basically focused in policies that are agriculture based. WFP pointed out 

that it is going to support the national food system dialogues and focus on implementing the 

Kinshasa Declaration recommendations. IOM on the other hand mentioned that their focus 

area includes improving diaspora engagement in the country’s development initiatives and 

currently they are working on the policy that will promote diaspora investment in the 

country.UNAIDS is currently supporting Ministry of Health and National Aids Commission on 

community programs. WHO covers areas on universal health coverage & health 

emergencies, improving health workforce and improving social determinants of 

health.UNFPA focus areas covers issues of HIV and AIDS and the gender-based violence.  
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CLOSING REMARKS AND WAY FORWARD 

In her closing remarks the Co-chair summarized that the forum achieved to deliberates on 

the deliverables – that being the presentations on Compact II progress as well as progress 

done on the National Reforms progress that were achieved at country level. She further 

echoed the achievements (the launch of the NSDS and declaration of the Matšeng Biosphere 

reserve by UNESCO) that the country has gained. It was also brought to the meeting’s 

attention to appreciate the challenges that still hampers smooth or regular meetings of the 

committee. The limited time for the meeting of the 28th March 2022 couldn’t be 

overemphasized as there was more to discuss as it was the first meeting of the committee in 

two years. The co-chair while concluding stressed that the forum is a platform that if well 

utilized will help to strengthen collaboration, coordination and coherence. 


